APPENDIX III
BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  PARTICULARS

The quantity of documentary information on the subject of Nadir Shah is,
at first sight, quite bewildering in its immensity; it is, moreover, all the more
formidable by reason of its polyglot character. However, when one analyses
this huge mass of material one can whittle it down appreciably by discarding
such works (and they are not a few) as are mere paraphrases of those of earlier
writers.

This Appendix contains information regarding the principal authorities
whom I have, for the sake of convenience, divided into two groups, namely,
Oriental and European. Authorities of lesser importance are mentioned in
the Bibliography.

I have endeavoured, whenever possible, to utilise contemporary sources,
both Oriental and European; when these were not available, I have had to
fall back upon the works of later writers like Sir John Malcolm, Soloviev,
Brosset, etc., who have drawn upon earlier works that are either no longer
extant or not readily available.

A.^ORIENTAL AUTHORITIES

1.   MIRZA MUHAMMAD MAHDI KAUKABI ASTARABADI.

Notwithstanding the late Professor Barthold's view that Muhammad
Kazim's history1 of the Nadir period will in the future be regarded as even
more important than Mirza MahoTs Ta'rikh-i-Nadiri, I am, for reasons which
I shall develop later, giving pride of place to the author of the latter.

Mirza Muhammad Mahdi Kaukabi Astarabadi, to give him his full name,
was, as is evident, a native of Astarabad. Beyond the fact that his father
was named Muhammad Nasir, nothing is known of his family. We are likewise
without knowledge of the date of his birth, but it is probable that he was
born towards the close of the XVIIth century.

In consequence of his northern origin and upbringing, he acquired a profound
knowledge of Turki (Chaghatai or Eastern Turkish). He states, in the preface
to his Turki grammar and dictionary (called, respectively, the Mabani'lr
Lughat and the Sangkkfy, that from his early youth he took a keen delight
in the Turki poems of Mir 'All Shir Nava'i and that he " was possessed of an
inexpressible desire to understand their purport; and since this desire had
in a manner been fulfilled, he determined to collect together all the difficult

1 See p. 298 below.
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